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MuCAARD Mindanao team member BISAP has had a hectic year with local government (LGU) elections, 

which saw Romy agreeing, after much pressure from the local communities, to run for Vice-Mayor of 

Damulog. The objective was to oust the incumbent mayor who had reneged on all his promises to Romy 

and run a system of patronage and corruption to enrich himself and his relatives. This they did, but 

Romy lost as he refused to use bribery and focused 

on making sure the opposition Mayor won. BISAP 

staff are now working closely with the new mayor to 

promote their community health programme 

(GRACE/PuLPuG) and Anti-Poverty corn/maize 

production project. 

Maican is one of the participating communities.  

Despite harassment from the previous mayor that 

anyone who joined their group could lose their jobs 

if they worked for the LGU they asked BISAP to 

explain the GRACE/PuLPuG to them. They already 

had a ‘special emergency’ self-help group which they agreed would join this new health assistance 

initiative with each member household contributing monthly dues to cover transport to and from the 

hospital, food for the family members who would stay to look after the patient if they were admitted 

and an allowance for the patient. They also added 

amounts to cover anti-tetanus and anti-rabies 

injections if needed and to cover any prescribed 

medicines not available in the hospital. After a year 

they also decided they wanted to provide each 

member household with an emergency medical kit 

and are currently planning to fundraise to achieve 

this. 

From a membership of 11 families they have grown 

to 38, demonstrating their reliance in resisting the 

intimidation of the outgoing administration. 

Charge to Crop is a new project to help small farmers escape the clutches of middle-traders.  It is a 

business venture with the local radio station and a small local seed production company who have 

developed alternatives to the corn varieties of the multinationals. Aiming to wean famers off synthetic 

fertilisers and shift to organics within 3 – 5 cropping seasons. They are hoping for a harvest of 5 – 7 tons/

has. 

Originally BISAP only had capital to fund 25 has. By teaming up with the radio station and the seed 

company they were able to offer support to plant 74.5has. The charge to crop scheme will cost the 

farmer at harvest PhPesos 16,500. The middle traders charge PhP26 -28,000. 

Alongside this project BISAP have joined up with a local Multi-Purpose Cooperative and are encouraging 

famers to join and put aside some of their income for the education of their children and other needs. 

From an initial membership of 10 and 7 compulsory orientation sessions there are now 60 people who 

have joined. BISAP has a target of 450 members by the end of 2019. 
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IN MAY 2017 Marawi City was attacked by militant ISIS fighters. 

The subsequent battle for the city lasted a year and the staff of 

the two MuCAARD  member teams saw their homes and office 

destroyed. Along with over 500,000 people becoming homeless, 

living in tents and with families who opened their doors to 

welcome these displaced people. Two years on we asked the 

people how they feel. The usual reply is, “I believe we are okay 

now. But we really want to go back to our home in Marawi City. 

We just want to have a 

peaceful life.”  Sadly more than two years on many families are still 

unable to enter large parts of the city as they remain unsafe from 

unexploded ordinance and lack of any infrastructure or essential 

services. Many are still living in tents or with relatives, disrupting 

children’s education and 

having a long-term effect on 

their psychological well 

being.  

These pictures show the visit of Fr. Michael and David to Marawi to 

see the destruction and one of the communities rebuilding their 

cooperative store that we supported with training and capital. The 

poster on the photo of the left warns of bombs and other ordinance 

that were used in the fighting and may be lying around unexploded. 

THE LAND REDEMPTION PROJECT of COSEED  has been affected by 

the collapse in the price of coconuts—the primary source of income for farmers in their area.  To help 

mitigate this we have supported a training programme  to encourage the farmers to plant root crops 

under their coconut trees.  In December 2018 4 women and 7 men were trained in the use of organic 

foliar fertiliser and the development of individual Farm Plans and the identification of crops suitable for 

their land. These were peanuts,  assorted vegetables, turmeric and ginger.  The project was delayed until 

the spring of 2019 by the El Nino which was predicted to create a 4 month drought. We await a report 

on its implementation. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2018 –19                                                                                                                          

Our 2018-19 income was £24,060 (the previous year’s figure was £20,584) and we gave grants totalling £24,406                     

Our bank  balance at the end of March 2019 was £5,345; a year previously it was £5,850                                         

We gave grants in 2018-19 to  the following: 

The Secretariat and Lanao Team Cluster  £ 11,551 for emergency relief and operational costs 

Replacement of destroyed office equipment £ 924 

CoSEED Land Redemption project   £ 7,303                                                                                                                                                      

Root Crop (peanuts) project   £ 1,014                                                                                                     

BISAP  GRACE project    £ 3,191                                                                                                     

Replace 10yr old computer/printer  £ 423 

Our main source of funding (about half our total income) was from regular standing order donations, but there were two   

other major donation sources. One was Frodsham Parish Church, who pledged to fund the BISAP GRACE project during 2017-

18 and gave us £779 in the financial year  just ended (as well as £1,670 in the previous year) The second major source of   

funding  was Wilmslow Churches Together Harvest Appeal which raised £4,991.00 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS SUPPORTED, AND CONTINUES TO SUPPORT OUR WORK WITH SOME OF THE MOST   

VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES 


